The rhetoric of nursing theory.
Skeptics who question the validity and relevance of nursing theory in the nursing curriculum demonstrate the failure to persuade nurses of the importance of theory. Attempts to justify theory by forcing its use in contexts where it barely fits have contributed to the increasing disenchantment. But however misused and misunderstood, theory is nevertheless a lasting and essential part of nursing knowledge. Theory is the intellectual life of nursing. To further research, experiment, and insight in nursing as a discipline, theorizing must be encouraged--subject as all intellectual efforts must be--to honest critique and a healthy willingness to acknowledge success or failure.